
Reviving Memories of “Number Nine” 
Giants of Steam: 12-14 Oct., 2018 

I hope that by now you are aware that the two visiting locos for this exciting event are: A4 
No. 60009 “Union of South Africa" and B1 No. 61306 “Mayflower”. The former loco
—“Number Nine” as she is frequently referred to—is very special to me for many reasons. 

As a boy I lived in Eskbank, 8 miles south of Edinburgh, with a station on the famous 
Waverley Route between Edinburgh and Carlisle, via Hawick. One day in 1961, I became a 
trainspotter when I wrote down the number No. 60009 in a notebook. Little did I know the 
effect that action would have on me. I joined British Rail in 1966, spent 40 years in Train 
Planning, before taking early retirement and becoming a volunteer on the Bluebell Railway. If 
only I hadn’t seen "Number Nine”! 

Being shedded at Edinburgh’s Haymarket Shed (64B), I frequently saw “Number Nine” over 
the years until her withdrawal from British Railways service in 1967 and her purchase by 
John Cameron, who is still her owner more than 50 years later. On the 25 March, 1967, I 
travelled behind “Number Nine” when she worked a railtour from Perth to Aberdeen via the 
long-closed route via Forfar and then from Perth to Edinburgh via Stirling, on both trips 
piloted by Black Five No. 44997, not surprising bearing mind that the train was formed of 18 
Mark 1 coaches! 

Fast forward to September 2015, and the northern 31 miles of my favourite railway line, the 
Waverley Route, was re-opened and a special train took the Queen, on the day she became 
Britain’s longest reigning monarch, from Edinburgh to Tweedbank hauled by No. 60009, past 
Eskbank where my association with “Number Nine” had begun 54 years earlier. 

You can perhaps understand now why “Number Nine” is special to me, and in conjunction 
with Operations Manager Chris Knibbs, we thought about how we could make her first and 
last visit to the Bluebell Railway a truly special event.  

We have planned for No. 60009 to haul three non-stop trains from Sheffield Park to East 
Grinstead and back on each day of the Giants of Steam event. She will carry a metal replica 
headboard of an express train that “Number Nine” would have worked during her long career 
based at the northern end of the East Coast Main Line between London Kings Cross to 
Edinburgh Waverley. 

The names of the expresses are: The Aberdonian, The Elizabethan, The Flying Scotsman, 
The Heart of Midlothian, The Night Scotsman, The North Briton, The Queen of Scots, The 
Talisman, and The Waverley. 

I know that a few of you will be crying out that The Waverley didn’t run over the East Coast 
Main Line, and apart from the last three miles between Portobello and Edinburgh, you are 
correct, but as I first saw “Number Nine” on the Waverley Route and have photographic 
evidence of her leaving Carlisle in 1962, working the down train, to me and Chris that 
justifies its inclusion! 

When she departs Sheffield Park on 14 Oct., 2018, at 3:30 p.m., working the last train of her 
Bluebell Railway visit (The Waverley), I will be full of pride for such a wonderful loco, 
knowing that as the Guard, I will have a lasting memory of my association with No. 60009 
that first began 57 years ago. 



Why not come along and see for yourself. With nos. 60009 and 61306, plus four of our own 
larger locos working trains—up to 14 departures a day from both Sheffield Park and East 
Grinstead on all three days—Giants of Steam promises to be an event not to miss.  

What is there not to like? See you on The Waverley! Full details can be found on our website 
at www.bluebell-railway.com 

By Graham Aitken, BRPS Chairman; Senior Station Master, Sheffield Park; Guard; Lifelong 
fan of No. 60009 and the "Waverley Route”. 

http://www.bluebell-railway.com

