
Snapshot on the “Invincible” 

It was the British Movietone archive film—on “Invincible,” in E-Newsletter No.188—that 
inspired this Snapshot!  

There was also a report—in the November 2019 Railway Magazine (p.76)—that this 
Hawthorn Leslie 0-4-0ST was currently under overhaul. This little engine normally lives on 
the Isle of Wight system and sometimes operates trains there.  

I will not go into too much detail of how I happened to be at Bluebell Railway on 16 
June, 2002. It was a Thomas event, and I was at Horsted Keynes all day with my younger son 
and elder grandchildren! And—see Bluebell News Autumn 2002, p.17)—“Invincible” had 
been borrowed for the occasion. It was a real pleasure to watch the shunting! The 
Movietone film gives some of the background, and there are other references to this 
engine’s previous home at Farnborough. 

For myself, and no doubt others as well, there may well have been a fleeting glimpse of 
that little steam engine shunting in the goods yard at Farnborough Main as our mainline 
train—steam-hauled!—passes through at speed. However, later in that year, perhaps early 
2003, the Friends of the National Railway Museum advertised a long weekend trip to 
“Hampshire and Dorset”. This trip took in the Mid-Hants Railway, Exbury Gardens, the Isle of 
Wight, the Swanage Railway etc.—a most excellently organised weekend using 
accommodation in Southampton.  

On the day, a sailing direct to Cowes and then on by bus—another “first”! We arrived at 
Smallbrook Junction about noon and there, well, we couldn’t believe it, “Invincible” on the 
passenger service!  

On that first run down the line, it was obvious that the crew was having problems with 
the steaming. We reached Wootton okay and had a pause. Then back to Haven Street for 
lunch and a shed visit. When the train came in from Smallbrook again, it was a different 
story! Driver Ken West and his mate had managed to turn things round: 120 psi! We had a 
really storming run out to Wootton this time. Then “sailing home” to Smallbrook “without a 
care in the world”! Without doubt, that little saga really made the day. 

Ah well, we do like a run behind one of the smaller engines on the Bluebell Railway and 
its harder and longer grades, if “Normandy” is on duty, for example!  And I seem to 
remember another occasion visiting the Isle of Wight in April 2013 when the service train 
was driven by a certain well-known Bluebell Railway driver! No. 32110 was then newly 
arrived and one day we might see an Ivatt 2-6-2T in service on the island! 

By the way, Country Life for Dec. 13, 1984 (p 1900-1901) has an interesting article on 
“Invincible”. And there is still an Invincible Road in Farnborough! Oh … and even B4 0-4-0T 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMEL-Ouscaw


“Normandy” has had a run on the ex-LSW main line, in Spring 1963 from Winchester to 
Southampton and back! 

By Tony Davies, November 2019  

 


